Ritual of Friendship and Congregational Opportunities
(Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship.
Please sign the attendance pads at the end of the pew and turn off cell phones.)

GATHERING IN Gob’s NAME
SOUNDING OF THE HOUR
PRELUDE
*CALL TO WORSHIP

CWild BellsO arr.: Randy Adams

from Psalm 27

Leader: The Lord is our light and our salvation;

Peoplezs  whom then shall we fear?

Leader: The Lord is the strength of our lives;

People:  of whom shall we be afraid?

Leader: We believe that we shall see the goodness of the Lord
in the land of the living.

Peoplezs  We will wait for the Lord and be strong.

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION
Leader: From Bethlehem to Nazareth,
from Jordan to Jericho,
from Bethany to Jerusalem,
from then to now,
come, Lord Jesus.
To heal the sick,
to mend the brokenhearted,
to comfort the disturbed,
to disturb the comfortable,
to cleanse the temple,
to liberate faith from convention,
come, Lord Jesus.
To carry the cross,
to lead the way,
to shoulder the sin of the world
and take it away,
come, Lord Jesus.
Today,
to this place,
to us,
come, Lord Jesus. Amen.

QO Jesus Christ, May Grateful Hymns Be RisingO

People:
Leader:

People:
Leader:

People:
Leader:

People:
*HYMN OF PRAISE # 424
*CALL TO CONFESSION

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
People: Holy and merciful God,
we confess to you and to one another,
and to the whole communion of saintsin heaven and on earth,
that we have sinned by our own fault
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done
and by what we have left undone.
Leader: We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength.
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven.
Silent confession
Leader: We have not listened to your call to serve as Christ served us.
We have not been true to the mind of Christ.
We have grieved your Holy Spirit.
Silent confession

Leader: We confess to you, O God, all our past unfaithfulness:
the pride, hypocrisy, and impatience in our lives,
Silent confession
Leader: Our self-indulgent appetites and ways
and our exploitation of other people,
Silent confession
Leader: Our anger at our own frustration
and our envy of those more fortunate than ourselves,
Silent confession
Leader: Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts
and our dishonesty in daily life and work,
Silent confession
Leader: Our negligence in prayer and worship
and our failure to commend the faith that is in us,
Silent confession

Leader: Accept our repentance, O God,
for the wrongs we have done.
For our neglect of human need and suffering
and our indifference to injustice and cruelty,
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Come, cleanse us  deep with-in.

* ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE # 101, Stanza 4
CWhen 1 Survey the Wondrous CrossO

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

OLD TESTAMENT READING pg. 12
GOSPEL READING pg. 77

Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18
Luke 13:31-35

ANTHEM Qlust A Closer Walk With TheeO arr.: Ed Lojeski
CHILDREN’S MOMENTS Deborah Lewis
**Gateway to Worship

*HYMN OF PREPARATION # 303 Qlesus, Lover of My SoulO

READING FROM THE PSALMS pg. 503 Psalm 27

SERMON No Place Else I’d Rather Be The Rev. Sharon Amstutz

RESPONDING TO GOD’s WORD

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH from Romans 8

Minister:  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?
Shall tribulation or distress?
or persecution or famine?
or nakedness or peril or sword?
Peoplez  No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through

him who loved us. For we are sure that neither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor thingsto
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything elsein
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER

GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Offertory
*Doxology # 592

*Prayer of Dedication

CPraise God, from Whom All Blessings FlowO

GOING OUT TO SERVE

*HYMN OF CONSECRATION # 354 OGuide My FeetO
* BENEDICTION

* SENDING RESPONSE # 396 (Stanza 1) QO for a Closer Walk with GodO

*POSTLUDE

(For some, the Postlude serves as festive music to accompany their going back out into
the world. Others prefer to remain seated and listen. Those departing can help those
who listen by holding their joyful greeting of others until they reach the narthex.)

*For those who are able, please stand.

**Gateway to Worship is our worship program for 4-year olds through first graders.
The Gateway leader will take the children to their classroom in the Fellowship Hall after
the Children’s Moments.

NOTE: All music reprinted under OneLicense.net License #A71439

WELCOME VISITORS We are glad you are here. If you are seeking a church
home, we invite you to join with us in service to Christ.

SPUDFESHODAY immediately following worship. Skype is all set up for us
to have an electronic visit with Covenant’s Missionary, Lynnea Hunter, serving in
Belfast, Northern Ireland. (What’s Skype? It’s a phone call where you can see
each other on the big screen in Fellowship Hall. You don’t want to miss this!)
Enjoy a meal of baked potatoes and salad. All donations benefit the Young Adult
Volunteer (YAV) mission.

LADIES OF THE CHURCH: If you would like to be in a Circle beginning in
September of 2010, even if you have not been in the Friendship Circle in the past,
please indicate on the sign-up sheet in the narthex whether a daytime or evening
meeting time would suit you. In the meantime, you are welcome to attend the current
Friendship Circle group which meets on the second Tuesday evening of each month at
7:30; the place is announced in the bulletin and in the Courier.



“Come , let us worshipE " the Worship Committee would love for anyone who is
interested to visit our meeting on any Ist Tuesday at 7:00 p.m., and to think about
joining our committee in the joyful work of making each worship service as
meaningful as it can be. Sue Sheffield, Chair.

PEOPLE IN OUR PRAYERS
Steve Bader, Pat Adams, Jean Freeman (Bill’s mother), Helen Davis, Rod Irvin
(Andy’s father), Elva McCartt, Roger Hecht, Peter Block, Marvin Parker (Evelyn
Kemp’s cousin), Bob Hunter (Hal’s brother), Ed & Marie Britt, Corrine Broyles,

Julia Trifiletti, Aneita Carr, Agnes Plank, Helene Herbert
If you know of other reasons for rejoicing or concerns you would like to share with others
please complete a prayer card with your requests.

TODAY AT COVENANT

Morning Greeter: Jim Starr  Chimer: Grace Madden

Liturgist: Drew Amstutz Gateway: Melissa Hopkins

Acolytes:  Kalli Dulin & Linden Hillhouse = Nursery: Linda Dulin
Covenant Chimes

CHURCH STAFF:

Pastor: Rev. Sharon H. Amstutz Pianist: Jennifer Palmer
Director of Youth Ministry: Andy Irvin Secretary: Tina Simon
Choir Director: Randy Adams Custodian: Marie Britt

THIS WEEK AT COVENANT

Today, February 28 Wednesday, March 3
9:00a Chime Rehearsal 4:45p WNL!
after worship FoudFest 7:30p Choir Practice
Monday, March 1 Thursday, March 4

10:30a Melting Pot 8:00a Men’s Bible Study
6:30p Lenten Study Group 9:30a Women in the Bible
(Amstutz) Noon Al-Anon Meeting
Tuesday, March 2
6:00p Lenten Study Group
(Rice)
6:30p Lenten Study Group
(Zembower)
7:00p Cong. Life Comm. Mtg.
7:00p Outreach Comm. Mtg.
7:00p Worship Comm. Mtg.
7:30p Al-Anon Meeting

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper will be celebrated next Sunday. Take time
this week to prepare yourself in prayer and meditation.

The March Courier can be found on the table in the narthex. Help us save
postage! Be sure to pick up your copy!

Throughout Lent cutwork banners depicting the themes or biblical stories of
Lent and the Passion of Christ will be hung in the windows of the sanctuary,
leaving the sanctuary in increasing darkness. Our thanks to Sue Sheffield for
designing and creating these beautiful pieces.

We need pictures! We are in need of CURRENT pictures for the church's
website. If you have, or would be willing to take pictures (digital) of groups,
activities, classes, etc...around the church, we would love to have them. Just
email them to Tina. cpcjctn@mounet.com

Help Wanted
Position: Director of Covenant’s Wednesday night children’s program.
Hours: Wednesday evenings 4:45 p.m. — 7:30 p.m.

Responsibilitiess  Recruit leaders of children’s activities, develop schedule for
the year, recruit meal teams and or meal team leader,
monitor Wednesday night activities.

Experience: No experience necessary. On-the-job training will be provided

if position is filled by April 10"

Compensation: Fulfillment of knowing you help to provide Christian
education to the children of our church. Fellowship with
church leaders and members of all ages. Lots of smiles and
occasional hugs.

Please call the church office if you are interested in this important volunteer
opportunity!

COVENANT
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

603 Sunset Drive, Johnson City, TN 37604
Phone: (423) 282-5324

2"! Sunday in Lent
February 28, 2010
Sunday, eleven o’clock

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

O God, full of compassion,

| commit and commend myself to you,

inwhom | am, and live, and know.
Be the goal of my pilgrimage, and my rest by the way.
Let my soul take refuge
from the crowding turmoil of worldly thought

beneath the shadow of your wings.

Let my heart, this sea of rest|ess waves,

find peace in you, O God. Amen.

Augustine of Hippo (354-430)



