
Ritual of Friendship and Congregational Opportunities 
(Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship. 

Please sign the attendance pads at the end of the pew and turn off cell phones.) 
 

GATHERING  IN GOD’S NAME  
 
SOUNDING OF THE HOUR 
 
PRELUDE Toccata from Partita No. 6 in E Minor J.S. Bach 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP from Psalm 36:5-9 
 Leader: The steadfast love of the Lord extends to the heavens, 
 People: and His faithfulness to the clouds. 
 Leader: God’s righteousness is like the mighty mountains, 
 People: His judgments are like the great deep. 
  How precious is the steadfast love of the Lord! 
 Leader: All people may take refuge in the shadow of God’s wings 
  and feast on the abundance of His house, 
 People: The Lord gives us drink from the river of His delights. 
 Leader: For with the Lord is the fountain of life; 
 People: in God’s light we see light. 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

*HYMN OF PRAISE  #  263 “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” 
 

*CALL TO CONFESSION 
 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 Merciful God, 
  for the things we have done that we regret, 
   forgive us; 
  for the things we have failed to do that we regret, 
   forgive us; 
  for all the times we have acted without love, 
   forgive us; 
  for all the times we have reacted without thought, 
   forgive us; 
  for all the times we have withdrawn care, 
   forgive us; 
  for all the times we have failed to forgive, 
   forgive us. 
 For hurtful words said and helpful words unsaid, 
  for unfinished tasks 
  and unfulfilled hopes, 
   God of all time, 
   forgive us and help us 
   to lay down our burden of regret.  Amen. 
 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Take comfort in the assurance 
 that even those things that are hidden from memory, 
 or are too deep for our words, 
 are not beyond God’s forgiving love. 
God, who knows us completely, 
 bestows pardon and peace. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  #  603 (Stanza 2) “Song of Simeon” 
 

HEARING  THE WORD OF GOD 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING  pg.  692 Isaiah 62:1-5 
 
ANTHEM “Set Me As A Seal” René Clausen 

Set me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal upon your arm, for love is strong as 
death.  Many waters cannot quench love; neither can the floods drown it. 

©1989, Fostco Music Pres, A Div. of Shawnee Press, Inc.,  
Reprinted under OneLicense.net License #A71439  

(Reminder:  This anthem was given by the Chancel Choir 
in honor of Roger Hecht in June of 2006.) 

 
CHILDREN’S MOMENTS 

**Gateway to Worship 
 

*HYMN OF PREPARATION  #  339 “Be Thou My Vision” 
 
GOSPEL READING  pg.  93 John 2:1-11 
 
SERMON The Good Stuff The Rev. Sharon Amstutz 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (pg. 14 – Traditional Version) The Apostles’ Creed 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER 
 

GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
Offertory “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus” Helen H. Lemmel 

(arr.: Marilynn Ham) 
*Doxology  #  309 (Stanza 3) “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” 
 

*Prayer of Dedication 
GOING  OUT TO SERVE  

 
*HYMN OF CONSECRATION #  251 “Your Faithfulness, O Lord, Is Sure” 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
*SENDING RESPONSE  #  315 (refrain) “Every Time I Feel the Spirit” 
 
*POSTLUDE “Sheep May Safely Graze” J.S. Bach 

from Cantata no. BWV 208 (transcribed by Egon Petri) 

(For some, the Postlude serves as festive music to accompany their going back out into 
the world.  Others prefer to remain seated and listen.  Those departing can help those 

who listen by holding their joyful greeting of others until they reach the narthex.) 

   *For those who are able, please stand. 

**Gateway to Worship is our worship program for 4-year olds through first graders.  
The Gateway leader will take the children to their classroom in the Fellowship Hall after 
the Children’s Moments. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

WELCOME VISITORS!  We are glad you are here.  If you are seeking a 
church home, we invite you to join with us in service to Christ. 
 
 

Please join us in the library immediately after worship 
for a time of fellowship and refreshments. 

 
 

The congregation expresses its deepest sympathy to the Bader family 
in the death of Steve’s brother, Bill. 

 
 
This morning we welcome James Silvers at the piano.  James was born in Johnson 
City and grew up in Greeneville.  After completing high school at Interlochen Arts 
Academy in Interlochen, Michigan, James earned a Bachelor of Music degree in 
Keyboard Performance at Indiana University, Bloomington.  He then completed a 
Master of Music degree in Piano Performance & Pedagogy (the art of teaching) 
from the New England Conservatory in Boston, MA.  James currently resides in 
Johnson City, maintaining a private piano teaching studio, accompanying 
musicians at various colleges in the area, and directing musical theater productions.  
He also currently holds a church position at the V.A. in Johnson City. 
 
 

Young Adult Volunteer Update! 

Blake Jones has posted a bulletin board with information on Lynnea Hunter’s 
activities in Belfast.  It is in the hallway leading to Fellowship Hall.  Take a few 
moments and look at the books and pictures. 
 



 
TODAY  AT COVENANT  

Morning Greeter:  Jim Starr Chimer:  Kalli Dulin 
Liturgist:  Leonard Robertson  Gateway:  Andrea Sutter 
Pianist:  James Silvers  Nursery:  Erma Hyers 
Acolytes:  Julia Hagelberg  Coffee Hosts:  Jerry & Sally Nagel  
 Grace Madden    
 
 
 

THIS WEEK AT COVENANT  
Today, January 17  Wednesday, January 20 
 9:00a Chime Rehearsal   4:45p WNL! 
Monday, January 18   7:30p Choir Practice  
 COURIER DEADLINE   Thursday, January 21 
Tuesday, January 19   8:00a Men’s Bible Study 
 7:00p Christian Ed. Comm. Mtg.  9:30a Women in the Bible 
 7:00p Property Comm. Mtg.  Noon Al-Anon Meeting  
 7:30p Al-Anon Meeting  Friday, January 22 
    4:00p Youth Ski Trip 
 
 
 

CHURCH  STAFF: 
Pastor: Rev. Sharon H. Amstutz Secretary: Tina Simon 
Director of Youth Ministry: Andy Irvin Custodian: Marie Britt 
Choir Director: Randy Adams  
 
 
 

PEOPLE  IN OUR PRAYERS  
Steve Bader, John Merriss, Rod Irvin (Andy’s father), Elva McCartt, Roger 
Hecht, Peter Block, Pat Adams, Marvin Parker (Evelyn Kemp’s cousin), Bob 
Hunter (Hal’s brother), Christian James Ward (baby of friend of Sue Crandall), 
George Gardner (the Willis’ brother-in-law), Lane Johnson (CB Willis’ cousin), 
Ed & Marie Britt, Stephanie Muncie (friend of Hines family), Shelly Thornton 
(Gwen Hunter’s cousin’s 4-year old granddaughter), Corrine Broyles, Julia 
Trifiletti, Aneita Carr, Agnes Plank, Helene Herbert 

If you know of other reasons for rejoicing or concerns you would like to share with others 
please complete a prayer card with your requests. 

 

 
 
With the new year comes the need for ushers and for elders to volunteer to 
serve communion.  New calendars for the coming year are posted on the bulletin 
board in the Narthex.  Please use them to let us know when you will be available 
to help out.  Many thanks. 
 

~     ~     ~     ~ 

          
The 2010 Flower Chart is on the bulletin board in the hall outside the sanctuary.  
Please sign up if you would like to place flowers in the sanctuary to honor or 
remember someone or a special occasion.  (Ordering instructions are posted next 
to the calendar.)  

          
 

  
 

Join us next Sunday evening at 6:00 p.m. for Church Night Potluck Supper 
and the Annual Meeting of the Congregation.  Highlights of 2009 will be 
reviewed, the 2010 budget will be presented, and we will elect members of the 
church Nominating Committee as well as officers of the corporation.  Please plan 
to attend!  It will be a wonderful opportunity to learn more about what’s 
happening at Covenant. 
 
 

~     ~     ~     ~ 
 
 

Sugar Mountain Ski Trip – Friday January 22, 2010.  We will leave from the 
church parking lot at 4:00 p.m.  We will return around midnight.  The cost is 
approximately 36\44 dollars.  All Middle school and High School aged youth 
are welcome! 
 
 

~     ~     ~     ~ 
 
 
Please note:  The Tuesday morning Ladies’ Bible Study has been temporarily 
taken off of the calendar. 
 
 

~     ~     ~     ~ 
 
 

2009 Giving Statements can be found on the table in the Narthex.  Please be 
sure to pick up yours. 

 
Stewardship envelopes for 2010 are on the table in the Narthex.  Please take 
yours.  If you do not find a box of envelopes, but wish to have one, please leave a 
note in the Church office or send Tina an e-mail. 
 
 

~     ~     ~     ~ 
 
 

Dr. Al Staggs will give audiences a unique view during the Theologian-in-
Residence program at Tusculum College into various aspects of theology from 
the legacy of Dr. Dietrich Bonhoeffer to the role of laughter in life each Tuesday 
in February from 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.  Lunch is included.  Contact Angie Dean at 
1.800.729.0256 or 423.636.7319 for more information and circle February 2, 9, 
16 & 23 on your calendars to be at Tusculum College. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COVENANT  
PRESBYTERIAN  

CHURCH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

603 Sunset Drive, Johnson City, TN  37604 
Phone:  (423) 282-5324  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
January 17, 2010 

Sunday, eleven o’clock 
 
 
 
 

PREPARATION  FOR WORSHIP  

O God of peace, 
you have taught us that in returning 

and rest we shall be saved, 
in quietness and confidence 

shall be our strength; 
by the might of your Spirit 

lift us to your presence, 
where we may be still 

and know that you are God; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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