Covenant Preshyterian Church

Sunday, eleven o@lock 25" sunday in Ordinary Time
Ritual of Friendship and Congregational Opportunities
(Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship.
Please sign the attendance pads at the end of the pew and turn off cell phones.)

September 20, 2009

Gathering in God's Name

Sounding of the Hour
Prelude
Choral Introit # 143

*Call to Worship
Leader: In your wisdom, O God, you call us here to worship you.
People: We gather, alive to the Word of God.
Leader: You call us to be fully alive with your life abundant,
ready to listen and respond with heart, soul, strength, and mind.
People: We listen, alive to the Word of God.
Leader: You call us to be always watchful for your Word of wisdom,
sometimes startling and unexpected,
sometimes still and quiet,
but always dwelling among us.
People: We watch and wait for the Word of God.

*Prayer for the Day

“Sweet By-and-By” arr.: Cindy Berry

“All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name” Diadem

*Hymn of Praise # 220 “All People That on Earth Do Dwell”

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession

Merciful God,
in your gracious presence
we confess our sin and the sin of this world.
Although Christ is among us as our peace,
we are a people divided against ourselves
as we cling to the values of a broken world.
The profit and pleasures we pursue
lay waste the |land and pollute the seas.
The fears and jealousies that we harbor
set neighbor against neighbor
and nation against nation.
We abuse your good gifts of imagination and freedom,
of intellect and reason,
and turn them into bonds of oppression.

Lord, have mercy upon us;
heal and forgive us.
Set us free to serve you in the world
as agents of your reconciling love in Jesus Christ. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon

Leader: In the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus,
we are assured that there 1s no sin so terrible
that God cannot forgive,
no hurt so terrible that God cannot heal.
God accepts, God forgives, and God sets free.
Receive the forgiving love of God.

People: Thanks be to God.

*Congregational Response # 396 (stanza 4) “QOfor a Closer Walk with God”

1

1

£
[~

‘LH !—*‘:‘ﬁ—i,m

4. So shallmy walk be close with God, Calm and se-rene my  frame;
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So pur -er light shall mark the road That leads me to the Lamb.

Reprinted under OneLicense.net License #A71439

Hearing the Word of God

Prayer for |l/lumination
Gospel Reading pg. 45 Mark 9:30-37

Anthem “The Call” R. Vaughn Williams
Come, my way, my truth, my life: Such a way, as gives us breath: Such a truth, as ends all strife:
such a life, as killeth all death. Come, my light, my feast, my strength: such a light , as shows a
feast, as mends in length: such a strength, as makes his guest. Come my joy, my love, my heart:

such a joy, as none can move. Such a love, as none can part: such a heart, as joys in love.
Reprinted under OneLicense.net License #A71439

Children® Moments
**Gateway to Worship

Deborah Lewis

*Hymn of Preparation # 301 “Lord Jesus, Think on Me”

New Testament Reading pg. 230 James 3:13-4:3-8a

Sermon It All Boils Down To This Rev. Sharon Amstutz



Responding Faithfully to God's \Word

*Affirmation of Faith (pg. 14 — Traditional Version) The Apostles’ Creed
Prayers of the People and L ord® Prayer
Giving of our Tithes and Offerings
Offertory “The Church’s One Foundation” Samuel S. Wesley

*Doxology # 375, stanza | “Lord of All Good”

Lord of all good, our gifts we bring to You; use them Your holy purpose to fulfill; tokens of love

and pledges brought anew, that our whole life is offered to Your will.
Text used by permission of Oxford University Press. Reprinted under OnelLicense.net License #A71439

*Prayer of Dedication
Going Out to Serve

*Hymn of Consecration # 335 “Though | May Speak”
*Benediction

*Sending Response # 371 (refrain only) “Lift High the Cross”

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
Till all the world adore His sacred name.
Text © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Reprinted under OneLicense.net License #A71439
*Postiude “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” arr.: Cindy Berry

(For some, the Postiude serves as festive music to accompany their going back out into
the world. Others prefer to remain seated and listen. Those departing can help those
who listen by holding their joyful greeting of others until they reach the narthex.)

*For those who are able, please stand.
**Gateway to Worship is our worship program for 4-year olds through first graders. The Gateway leader
will take the children to their classroom in the Fellowship Hall after the Children’s Moments.

WELCOME VISITORS! We are glad you are here. If you are seeking a church home, we invite
you to join with us in service to Christ.

Please join us in the Fellowship Hall immediately after worship
for the 10-10-10 Brunch hosted by the Mission & Outreach Committee.

The flowers in the sanctuary today are given to the glory of God and in memory of Joanne Masters
Tiller (Pat Adams’ sister) who died 50 years ago on Sept. 15™ by Pat & Randy Adams.

The congregation expresses its deepest sympathy to Jim Starr
in the death of his sister, Dorothy Starr Taylor.

“Lord, in the full assembly
1 will praise you for what you have done.”
Psalm 22:25
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