
Covenant  Presbyt erian Church 
 

Sunday, eleven oÕclock 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time September 13, 2009 
Ritual of Friendship and Congregational Opportunities 

(Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship. 
Please sign the attendance pads at the end of the pew and turn off cell phones.) 

 

Gathering in God's Name 
 

Sounding of the Hour 
 

Prelude “O Worship the King” Lyons, arr.: John Carter 
 

*Call to Worship 
 Leader: In Christ, the God of heaven has made his home on earth. 
 People: Christ dwells among us and is one with us. 
 Leader: Highest of all creation, he lives among the least. 
  He journeys with the rejected and welcomes the weary. 
  Come now, all who thirst, 
 People: and drink the water of life. 
 Leader: Come now, all who hunger, 
 People: and be filled with good things. 
 Leader: Come now, all who seek, 
 People: and be warmed by the fire of love. 
 

*Prayer for the Day 
 

* Hymn of Praise  #  166 “The Heavens Above Declare God’s Praise” 
 

* Call to Confession 
 

*Prayer of Confession 
Almighty and merciful God, 
we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 
We have followed too much 
the devices and desires of our own hearts. 
We have offended against your holy laws. 
We have left undone those things which we ought to have done; 
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done. 
 

O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Spare those who confess their faults. 
Restore those who are penitent, 
according to your promises declared to the world 
in Christ Jesus, our Lord. 
And grant, O merciful God, for his sake, 
that we may live a holy, just, and humble life 
to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

*Assurance of Pardon 
 Leader: In the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, 
  we are assured that there is no sin so terrible 
  that God cannot forgive, 
  no hurt so terrible that God cannot heal. 
  God accepts, God forgives, and God sets free. 
  Receive the forgiving love of God. 
 People: Thanks be to God. 
 

*Congregational Response  #  396  (stanza 4) “O for a Closer Walk with God” 
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Hearing the Word of God 

 
Prayer for Illumination 
 
Reading from the Psalms  pg.  564 Psalm 116: 1-9 
Old Testament Reading  pg.  681 Isaiah 50:4-9a 
 
Anthem “Bless Us With Your Love” W.A. Mozart 
   Arr.: Douglas E. Wagner 

Father in heaven, hear now your children, hear and bless us with your love.  Ever and ever, stronger 
yet and merciful, is your love for us, Alleluia, Amen, thanks and praise be to God forevermore. 
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Children’s Moments 
  **Gateway to Worship 
 

* Hymn of Preparation  #  426  “Lord, Speak to Me, That I May Speak” 
 
New Testament Reading  pg.  230 James 3:1-12 
 
Sermon Small, But Mighty Cheryl Rice 



Responding Faithfully to God's Word 
 

*Affirmation of Faith  (pg. 14 – Traditional Version) The Apostles’ Creed 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
 

Giving of our Tithes and Offerings 
 

Offertory “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” Lowell Mason, arr. John Carter  
 

* Doxology  #  375, stanza 1 “Lord of All Good” 
Lord of all good, our gifts we bring to You; use them Your holy purpose to fulfill; tokens of love 
and pledges brought anew, that our whole life is offered to Your will. 

Text used by permission of Oxford University Press . Reprinted under  OneLicense.net License #A71439  
 

*Prayer of Dedication 
 

Going Out to Serve 
 

* Hymn of Consecration  #  393 “Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said” 
 

*Benediction 
 

* Sending Response  #  371 (refrain only)  “Lift High the Cross” 
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
Till all the world adore His sacred name. 

Text © 1974 Hope Publishing Co.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net License #A71439  

*Postlude “They’ll Know We’re Christians By Our Love” Peter Scholtes 
     arr. John F. Wilson 
 

(For some, the Postlude serves as festive music to accompany their going back out into 
the world.  Others prefer to remain seated and listen.  Those departing can help those 

who listen by holding their joyful greeting of others until they reach the narthex.)  
   *For those who are able, please stand.  
**Gateway to Worship  is our worship program for 4-year olds through first graders.  The Gateway leader 
will take the children to their classroom in the Fellowship Hall after the Children’s Moments.  

~     ~     ~     ~     ~ 

WELCOME VISITORS!  We are glad you are here.  If you are seeking a church home, we invite 
you to join with us in service to Christ. 
 

Please join us in the library immediately after worship for a time of fellowship and refreshments. 
 

The flowers in the sanctuary today are given to the glory of God 
and in loving memory of Barbara K. Lawson by Helen Davis. 

 
This morning we welcome Vivian Shipley Eckerson at the piano.  Vivian is a student of Dr. Don 
Conflenti.  She has a bachelor’s and a master’s in Music Education from the Florida State University. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Lord, in t he full assembly 
I will praise you for what  you have done.” 

Psalm 22:25 
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